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SUBJECT: BRITISH OFFER OF RHODESIAN ASSESSMENT TO ZAMBIANS 

1 . THE CALLAGHAN LETTER TO KAUNDA CONTAINED A PROMISE TO 
PROVIDE A UK ASSESSMENT OF THE RHODESIAN MILITARY 
THREAT. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER MILES IN LUSAKA 
RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS EARLY IN THE WEEK TO REQUEST A MEETING 
WITH KAUNDA IN ORDER TO PASS ON TO HIM ORALLY THIS ASSESSMENT. 

THE ASSESSMENT WHICH HE SHOWED ME: 

-REVIEWS THE STEPS WHICH LED TO OWEN'S LETTER TO KAUNDA 
ON THE RHODESIAN WARNING OF A POSSIBLE ATTACK; 

-STATES THAT THE UK IS UNAWARE OF ANY MILITARY 
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BUILDUP BUT NOTES THAT THE PRESSURES ON SMITH ARE SUCH 
THAT IF ATTACKED BY ZAPU HE WOULD BE UNDER GREAT PRESSURE 
FROM HIS MILITARY TO RESPOND; 

-REPEATS OWEN’S ASSURANCE THAT HE IS NOT REQUESTING 
AND END TO THE FIGHTING AT THIS STAGE; 
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-NOTES THAT THE BRITISH HAVE MADE CLEAR TO SMITH THAT 
AN ESCALATION OF THE WARFARE WOULD DAMAGE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. 

2. ALTHOUGH MILES ASKED TO SEE THE PRESIDENT EARLY IN 
THE WEEK, NO MEETING HAS YET BEEN SCHEDULED. IN THE 
MEANTIME, I HAVE EXPRESSED TO BOTH MILES AND GRAHAM 
MY CONCERN THAT, IN HIS PRESENT MOOD, KAUNDA MIGHT 
REACT NEGATIVELY TO A MESSAGE FROM THEM 

INDICATING THAT THE RHODESIANS WOULD ATTACK IF PROVOKED. 

AFTER LAST WEEK'S FLAP OVER OWEN'S PASSING ON SMITH’S 

WARNING, KAUNDA MIGHT WELL INTERPRET SUCH NEW INFORMATION 

AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE BRITISH ACTING AS A SMITH 

EMISSARY. FURTHERMORE, I UNDERSTAND THE ZAMBIANS 

HAVE INFORMATIONS THERE HAS BEEN A RHODESIAN BUILDUP 

WHICH MAY ALSO CAUSE KAUNDA TO DISCREDIT THE BRITISH INFORMATION. 

3. IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT MILES WILL GET HIS APPOINTMENT 
TO SEE KAUNDA. I BELIEVE HE FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE 
SENSITIVITY OF THE ISSUE AND WILL TAKE CARE TO 

AVOID ADDING TO KAUNDA'S UNHAPPINESS WITH OWEN. HE WILL 
PROBABLY NOT PRESS FURTHER FOR THE MEETING I CONSIDERED 
THE INCIDENT CLOSED WITH KAUNDA'S MONDAY PRESS 
CONFERENCE. IT WOULD BE BETTER OFF REMAINING SO. 

HOWEVER, THE BRITISH FEEL THEY HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO 
FOLLOW UP ON CALLAGHAN’S PROMISE. I DO NOT BELIEVE WE 
CAN DO ANYTHING MORE ABOUT IT, BUT THE SITUATION REINFORCES 
MY VIEW THAT A VISIT BY AMBASSADOR YOUNG TO LUSAKA 
CAN STRENGTHEN CONSULTATIVE GROUP EFFORTS AND 
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HELP BRIDGE THE CURRENT BAD STATE OF 
BRITISH-ZAMBIAN RELATIONS. 

NORLAND 
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